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FOREWORD 

During the first half of the nineteenth century, American newspapers frequently 
printed lengthy epistles from readers. Before the advent of the telegraph and the news 
services, editors relled upon correspondence for news coverage outside the limits of the 
Immediate locality. The following letter, originally appearing in the June 8, 1816, 
Issue of NILES* WEEKLY REGISTER, is typical of letters of the period; it has been ex- 
panded to Include additional Information about this area. 

The Boards and the Staff of the Public Library of Fort Wayne and Allen County 
present this publication to the general public in the hope that it wili enable the reader 


to picture more clearly the conditions existing about the time of Indiana's admission to 


the Union. 


The western country Is continuing Its unparalleled growth in population and Is în- 
creasing In Importance with unabated rapidity. Since the war Chillicothe, Ohio, has 
been full to the overflowing. Many persons have been obliged to leave this town after 
arriving here from the eastern states because of lack of rooms and dwelling places. There 
will be more houses bullt this summer than were built In the three previous years com- 
bined. 

Several Important manufactories of varlous kinds have been established. Among 
these are Included a steam gristmill and a sawmill. In accordance with the acts of the 
last Congress, the surveyor general Is making arrangements for laying out towns at the 
lower rapids of the Sandusky River and at the rapids of the Miami of the Lakes (Maumee 
River). The location of the latter town will make it one of the more Important places in 
this area. It willbe situated at some point within the reservation In a twelve-mile square 
but as near the foot of the rapids as feasible. Vessels of small tonnage will be able to 
come near the place to load and unload freight and passengers. 

I believe that the time is not very distant when the wealth and resources of the 
westem country wil! be brought almost to your doors by means of an Intricate and exten- 
sive inland waterway system through the lakes and the grand canal that New York pro- 
poses to build inthe near future. It should be an easy matter to connect the Miami of the 
Lakes with the Miami of the Ohio (Miami River) by a canal because the contour of the 
country between the head of navigation of each river Is quite level. What an extensive 
navigation system would then be opened--New Orleans to the Hudson River! 

The whole of that fine tract In Indiana, generally called "Harrison's Purchase, " 
Is now surveyed and will be offered for sale quite soon. The lands In the Jeffersonville 


district are to be offered for sale on the first Monday next September. The lands of the 


Vincennes district are to be offered on the second Monday of the same month. These 
tracts contain nearly three million acres of the most excellent land and are, perhaps, the 
greatest bodies of good land In the western country today. Indiana will undoubtedly be 
settled as fast as, if not faster than, Ohio. 

To the foregoing it Is pleasant to add the following abstract of an account of the 
town of Mount Pleasant, Ohio, from THE WESTERN HERALD, 

The town of Mount Pleasant, in Jefferson County, contained only seven families 
in 1806. These families lived In cabins and had no stores, shops, or manufactories. In 
the summer of 1815 It had between eighty and ninety families and about five hundred 
population besides the journeymen, laborers, and other transient persons. The private 
buildings were mostly of brick, and there were several stores and shops planned. The 
already Imposing list of shops and manufactories included seven general stores, three 
taverns, three cabinetmaking shops, two tanneries, one shop manufacturing wool carding 
machines, one for spinning wool, one for spinning flax thread, one nai! factory, and two 
wool carding shops. Skilled trades were represented by three saddlers, three hatmakers, 
eight carpenters, and three tailors. The public buildings included a Quaker meeting 
house, two stories high with galleries; one brick schoolhouse; and one brick market. 
Within a distance of six miles of the town were two gristmills, twelve sawmills, one paper 
mill, one woolen factory, and two fulling mills. 

One can easily see from this abstract that the western country Is growing even 
more rapidly than the most optimistic of the settlers could havehoped. The natural water- 
ways, the fertile, wooded lands with good water and pasturage, and the courage and 
dauntless spirit of the settlers here will make this part of the country a great addition to 


the eastern states in a few years. As you know, Indiana has been admitted to the Union 


by the resolution of the last Congress and the population is swelling by the week. 

Transport is still a major problem here. The growing talk of the canal system 
and the completion of an overland route through central Ohlo and Indiana from the East 
makes me feel that only a short time will elapse before transportation here inthe western 
lands will become as modem as that of New England. Until these newer methods come 
into being though, It is certain that the location of settlements will be determined by 
the course of the larger navigable rivers. 

! feel that Indiana took a step in the right direction when the Constitutional Con- 
vention wrote definite opposition to slavery Into the constitution. The convention met 
at Corydon, the state capital, and the antislavery clause was one of the first to be con- 


sidered in writing the constitution. 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER, June 8, 1816 


